FALL AND DEATH OF ROBESPIERRE
"The Departments of the Republic where these
crimes have been perpetrated, will they forget them
because we have forgotten them? Will the complaints
to which we close our ears not find a more forceful
echo in the hearts of the oppressed? Guilt unpunished,
will it not pursue its way from crime to crime? And if
the guilty escape the justice of men, will they escape
Eternal Justice, which they have outraged by their
horrible excesses?
"No, Chaumette! No, Fouche! Death is not an
eternal sleep! Citizens, erase from the tomb this in-
scription put there by sacrilegious hands, which casts
a pall over the face of nature. Engrave rather this upon
it: Death is the beginning of immortality."
The immediate effect produced by the speech—of
which the above is but a few fragments—was very con-
siderable. When he finished there was a burst of hearty
applause from floor and galleries, which was renewed
as he walked to his seat. While he did so, Rovere
leaned over towards Lecointre and whispered to him
to take the floor and read his accusation against the
government. Had Lecointre done so, Robespierre
would have been saved. The Committees would have
struck back, and under their and Robespierre's com-
bined assault the conspiracy would have wilted. Le-
cointre later gave specious reasons why he did not
read the accusation, but the truth appears to have been
that he was frightened by the applause Robespierre had
received. Considering the battle lost and wanting to
curry favour, he got up and moved that Robespierre's
speech be printed! This gives the measure of the
courage of some of Maximilien's opponents.
Bourdon (of the Oise) showed more daring on this
occasion by moving that the speech be referred to the
Committees. The wily Barere—ready to range himself
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